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Annex 1

Emirates Sustainable Farming Mark
Criterion and Mandatory indicators

Pillar Principle Criterion Mandatory Requirements
1. Planning and 1.1- Operational a) Business e Aplan that considers supply and demand and
Management Management management price volatility is in effect.
System The social, | The operator e The operator has identified potential business
economic and shall have a and/or financial risks.
environmental business
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viability of the | strategy that is The operator has developed plans to manage any
operation is linked to business and financial risks that could
maintained or financial arise.
enhanced. | planning, and
social and
environmental
responsibility.
b) Farm A plan for land use, animal and plant production
management and resource management, where applicable, is
To meet in effect.
sustainable The farm management plan is in line with local,
supply and and Federal circumstances (especially in terms of
demand, the the legislative and regulatory environment), and
operator shall water, soil, waste, biodiversity and conservation
optimize land conditions.
use, animal The production potential of the land and the
and plant management of resources are evaluated at least
production and once annually to determine whether
resources, improvements to production and resource
_where management can be made.
applicable. The operator continually evaluates potential
sustainable enhancements to land use, animal
and plant production and resource management.
The operator is committed to sustainable farming
practices.
c) Site The operator mitigate any negative effects of
selection farming activities on local communities.
Communities
in proximity to
the site where
an operation is
located shall
not be
negatively
affected by
farming
activities, nor
shall the site
be in proximity
to any hazards
that cannot be
removed or
mitigated.
1.2- Trade a) Business There are no judicial findings against the
Optimization conduct operator or the operation involving fraud, anti-
The procurement The trade of competitive behavior or other unfair business
of inputs, | products shall practices in the previous three years.

equipment and
services and the
sale of products
are conducted
ethically.

be conducted
using fair,
honest
practices that
engender trust
among
stakeholders
(including
consumers).

Product sales do not exceed the volume of
product harvested on the operation.

The operator conducts review annually (or more
frequently if required) to monitor and improve
business practices.

b) Inventory
Stockholding
of inputs and

equipment

An inventory management system is in effect.
The operator considers production needs,
inventory risk, cash flow, stock availability, the
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shall be
optimized.

cost of ordering individual items, downtime
costs and holding costs when setting ordering
cycles.

The stock levels of inputs are sufficient for the
needs of the operation until the next ordering
cycle.

The stock levels of inputs do not exceed the
usage needs of the operation until the next
ordering cycle.

1.3- Direct and

a) At least 50%

Register of Purchased products

Indirect Job of the cost of Register of employees
Creation production is
Economic and incurred in
social stability in UAE. This
UAE is enhanced | includes but is
through support not limited to
for local labor, inputs,
businesses and equipment,
workforce. logistics and
marketing.
1.4- Legal | a) The operator The operator demonstrates an understanding and
Compliance shall compliance with all laws relevant to food
The operator demonstrate farming and food safety.
complies with all compliance The operator maintains all relevant
relevant | with all legal documentation detailing compliance with

municipal. federal
and international

requirements
relating to food

legislation.
Where necessary, valid permits and licenses

laws and farming and have been obtained.
regulations food safety There are no judicial findings against the
operator or the operation in the previous three
years.
1.5- System | a) The operator Records and relevant supporting documentation
Integrity | shall maintain relating to sustainable farm operations, including
The integrity of records employees, land, animals, legal compliance,
a sustainable pertaining to inputs and details of their use, and the
production employees, production, preparation and transport of animals,
system is | animals, crops animal products and crops, where applicable, are
validated grown, crop available and easily understandable to ensure
through accurate yields, compliance with this Scheme.
and production Records make it possible to trace,
comprehensive processes, Records are kept for at least two years beyond
record-keeping. inputs, their creation

equipment and
all other areas

necessary to
demonstrate
compliance
with this
schemest.
2. 2.1- Ecosystems a) Ecosystem The operator has identified the impacts of
Environmental Sustainable management farming activities on natural ecosystems.
Management | farming activities Existing The operator attempts to minimize the impacts of
maintain or even | ecosystems are farming activities on natural ecosystems.
benefit the quality maintained The operator undertakes an environmental
of ecosystems. and even impact assessment when cultivating virgin land.
enhanced The operator complies with the National
during Environmental and Biodiversity Management
sustainable law

farming
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The operator reviews the impacts of farming
activities on natural ecosystems annually.
Primary lands, have not been drained or cleared
in the preceding five years

Land has not been cleared for production or
associated farming activities by burning
vegetation or crop residues.

b) Threatened
and protected
plant species
Measures are
in place to
protect
threatened
plant species

Steps are taken to prevent or minimize the
degradation of threatened and protected plant
species on the operation.

Farm management practices assist in the
conservation of threatened and protected plant
species.

Activities in relation to threatened and
protected plant species are not undertaken
unless a valid permit has been obtained.

¢) Invasive and
alien plant
species
Measures are
in place to
combat or
eradicate the
proliferation of

Alien plant species on the operation have been
identified in terms of name, density,
characteristics and action required.

Invasive and alien plant species on the operation
have been (or are being) eradicated (or are being
controlled, where applicable) using methods that
are appropriate to the specific species concerned
and the environment in which they are growing.

invasive and Invasive and alien plant species are not being
alien plant imported unless evidence is provided that there
Specles. is a legal reason for doing so.
d) Threatened Threatened and endangered wildlife on the
and operation and listed in the (protected area) have
endangered been identified.
wildlife Threatened and endangered wildlife on the
Measures are operation are protected using methods that are
in place to appropriate to the specific species concerned and
protect the environment in which they are living.
threatened and Threatened and endangered wildlife on the
endangered operation are not hunted, captured, ensnared,
wildlife trafficked, traded, exported, killed, held in
captivity, physically controlled or restrained,
moved, bred, poisoned or subjected to any other
illegal activity.
e) Wildlife Wildlife corridors have been identified.
corridors Existing wildlife corridors are protected
Wildlife Wildlife corridors have been created or restored

corridors are
protected and
maintained to
facilitate the
movement of
wildlife.

where necessary to facilitate the movement of
wildlife.

Wildlife corridors are effective in facilitating the
movement of wildlife.

Wildlife corridors are not used for economic
activities, other than ecotourism where a valid
permit has been obtained.

Where waterways are used as wildlife corridors,
the wildlife corridors are protected by buffer
zones.

f) Buffer zones
Buffer zones
shall be
created or
maintained to

Buffer zones are protected on an ongoing basis.
New buffer zones have been created and existing
buffer zones restored where necessary.

Buffer zones are effective in mitigating the
negative impacts of production activities.
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prevent or limit
potential
contamination
of crops by
contaminants
and to protect
areas of high
conservation

Buffer zones are not used for economic
activities.

value.
g) Land The land is surveyed at least annually to
conservation determine areas of degradation and he status of
Land shall be conservation areas

conserved and
rehabilitated,

A remedial action plan has been developed

where
necessary
2.2- Biodiversity The operator has taken steps to encourage
Sustainable biodiversity by: maintaining natural ecosystem,
farming practices rehabilitating degraded land, maintaining natural
provide support veld,,undertaking conservation tillage, actively
for a diversity of managing soil.
species Sustainable steps to minimizing the negative
impacts of fire where burning is necessary.
2.3- Sail a) Soil The soil condition is assessed at least once every
Sustainable management season in terms of water retention, mineral
farming methods Soil quality storage, run-off and erosion
conserve and shall be No hazardous or illegal substances have been
improve soil. maintained applied to soil in the preceding five years.
and even Soil nutrient and pH analysis is undertaken at
enhanced. least every five years or when there are changes
in crop types or general conditions to assess the
need to adjust fertilizer and/or manure spread,
levels and composition
b) Soil erosion The operator has identified fragile soil areas.
Operators The operator has identified factors promoting
shall take soil erosion (such as livestock grazing and
distinct and movement, high winds, rainfall, runoff, soil
appropriate composition and the slope of the land).
measures to The condition of the soil is assessed on an
prevent soil ongoing basis.
erosion and Proactive measures are undertaken to conserve
minimize the soil, particularly where it is fragile.
loss of topsoil
2.4- Climate The operator Potential climatic changes have been identified.
Change | shall consider Plans are in place to adapt to any environmental
Sustainable and adapt to changes arising from climate change that could
farming methods potential affect production.
are resilient climatic Plans related to climate change are reviewed
against the effects changes that annually
of climate change could affect
production by
increasing
resilience and
reducing
vulnerability to
climate
change.
2.5- Water | a) Water rights Management of water sharing.
Water is respected The water

as an invaluable

rights of local
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resource on which
all life depends.

and indigenous

The water supply to the local community using

communities the same water resource is assessed on an
shall be ongoing basis.
respected Measures are in place to mitigate any negative
effects from production activities on the water
supply to the local community.
b) Water Water is suitable for its intended use.
quality Water used for irrigation does not exceed
Water Escherichia coli (E. coli): not detectable or zero

resources shall
be managed to

maintain or
improve water

quality.

and Thermo-tolerant faucal coli-forming
bacteria: 10/100 ml

Water has been tested by an approved laboratory
for microbial and chemical contaminants in the
previous 12 months

If a water source is found to be contaminated,
corrective action is taken to adjust the water
quality to best suit its intended use.

Wastewater and/or runoff containing chemical or
mineral contaminants are treated, recycled or
properly disposed of.

Farm waste is not discharged into watercourses.
Water sources are not contaminated by raw
sewage or treated or recycled wastewater.

Plans are in place to address water contamination
in emergency situations.

In the case of animal feedlots, rainfall run-off
from pens is not diverted to water sources.

In the case of animal feedlots, rainfall run-off
from pens is diverted into an effluent
management system.

c) Water
efficiency
Water
resources shall
be managed to
maintain
optimal water
reserves.

Water resources (including surface and ground
water) have been identified and monitored

The operator has improved overall water
efficiency over time by employing specified
measures.

Valid licenses and/or permits for water
extraction have been obtained where necessary.
Water management is appropriate to the local
rainfall, water storage, water distribution and
water treatment conditions.

Water resources (including surface and ground
water) are not exploited or unnecessarily
depleted.

The impacts of water extraction are monitored
and mitigated where possible.

Measures are in place to protect watercourses.
Watercourses are not obstructed.

The natural course of watercourses has not been
changed.

Measures are taken to maintain and/or restore
appropriate riparian buffer zones.

Irrigation systems are maintained and checked
on an ongoing basis to ensure their operation is
in accordance with the design specifications and
to prevent and/or fix leaks.

There has been no dredging, excavation,
infilling, or the removal of soil, sand or rock in
excess of 5 m3 from a watercourse.

19




’

©

CTSN sl 8 ol sls g all i allal_m
i Emirates Authority For Standardization & Metrology

e Roads on the operation are adequately drained
with drainage moving away from water sources.

2.6- Energy

The operator

e  Energy consumption is monitored.

Non-renewable shall ensure e Ways to reduce the consumption of non-
energy useis |  that energy- renewable energy have been identified.
optimized and efficient e  Energy-efficient practices have been
renewable energy | practices are implemented where feasible to do so.
sources actively | implemented Energy-efficient practices are reviewed and to
sought. | at all stages make necessary improvements to increase
of the efficiencies.
production
process
2.7- Waste A | 1.1. A waste management plan is in effect. (sources,
comprehensive | handle, reuse, and storage)
Waste generated waste
by sustainable management
farming activities | plan shall be in
is managed operation.
responsibly.

2.8- Greenhouse
Gas Emissions
Greenhouse gas
emissions
stemming from
farming practices

The operator
shall employ
measures to
proactively
reduce nitrous
oxide, methane

o Nitrous oxide emissions are reduced through,
effective management of fertilizers application:
the optimal timing and the application of
fertilizers on damp days.

e  Carbon dioxide emissions are measured.

e  Carbon dioxide emissions are reduced from all

are minimized as and carbon activities.
far as possible. dioxide
emissions.
2.9- Genetically | GMOs shall be e  Sources of GMOs have been identified.
Modified managed e The licensee from which GMO products have
Organisms responsibly been purchased has a valid approved permit
Genetically e The use of GMOs has been mitigated or
modified removed if adverse impacts are determined.
organisms e  Procedures are in place to safely manage the use
(GMOs) are of GMO products.
managed
responsibly so
that there is the
least possible
harm to the
environment or
human and
animal health.
3. Improved 3.1- Labor a) Legal e The relevant Social Justice requirements are
Livelihoods and | Human rights and compliance applied to all employees and contractors working
Human | social justice are The operator on the operation.
Wellbeing integral shall e There are no judicial findings against the
constituents of demonstrate operator or the operation involving violations of
sustainable compliance basic human rights or clear cases of social
farming with all legal injustice in the previous three years.
requirements e  The operator demonstrates awareness and
relating to compliance with the Basic Conditions of
employees Employment law.
and e Anemployment policy is in effect that
contractors

demonstrates full compliance with the
requirements of this section of the scheme.

o  Employees' records of employment are up to
date.
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Employees have access to their own employment
records.

Employees’ records of employment are accurate,
relevant and safe from improper disclosure.

The operator respects employees’ right to
privacy, and the confidentiality of personal
information, including medical records, is
maintained.

b) Fairness

The operator
shall conduct
relationships
with workers in
a manner that
ensures
fairness at all
levels and for

The operator does not use forced or involuntary
labor, including unpaid prison labor and child
labor, or apply any pressure on workers by,
for example, retaining part of the workers’
wages, property or documents.

The operator provides workers and contractors
with equal opportunities, labor conditions, pay
and treatment regardless of race, color, gender,
ethnic or social origin,

all parties
involved
c¢) Terms of Contract of employment as per the law are
employment available and fully implemented for both
Workers' permanent and temporary workers and must be
employment explained in a language and presentation that is
particulars understandable to each worker.
shall be fair,
understandable
and
comprehensive
d) Child labor The operator does not employ children who are:
The operator under 15 years of age,
shall not
exploit
children
e) Third-party Written contracts with third-party contractors are
contractors drawn up.
Human and The operator's records of workers employed
labor rights through third-party contractors are up to date.
shall apply Third-party contractors who engage workers are
equally when verifiably reputable and legitimate.
workers are
contracted
through third
parties
f) Forced or The operator does not engage in, or support the
slave labor use of, forced, compulsory, bonded, trafficked or
The operator otherwise involuntary labor
shall not Workers are allowed to leave their employment
employ slave after due notice according to their terms of
labor, forced contract
labor or
trafficked
persons.
g) Health and A health and safety policy, including prevention
safety strategies and the handling of emergency
The working situations, has been developed and is being
environment implemented.
shall be safe Workers and contractors have been provided
for workers.

with appropriate health and safety training.
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Workers and contractors understand and are
prepared for emergency situations.

All reasonable steps have been taken to eliminate
or mitigate any hazard or potential hazard to the
safety or health of workers and contractors
before resorting to protective equipment.
Workers and contractors have adequate
equipment to provide protection from noise,
dust, light and other hazards, and exposure to
chemicals is within acceptable limits.

Fire extinguishers are accessible and maintained.
First-aid equipment is accessible, well stocked
and maintained.

Work is performed under the general supervision
of a person trained to understand the hazards
associated with the work and who has the
authority to ensure the necessary precautionary
measures are taken.

Workers and contractors are sufficiently skilled
to carry out their prescribed duties.

Workers and contractors are aware that they
have the right to refuse work that is harmful to
human health or the environment, and to be
informed of the dangers.

Vehicles used to transport workers on the
operation are safe and suitable for this purpose.
As far as is reasonably practicable, workers and
contractors are informed of any possible health
or safety hazards that could occur while carrying
out their duties.

Potentially hazardous tasks are only carried out
by capable and competent people who do not
face undue, specific health risks.

h) Facilities
The operator
recognizes the
importance of
the health and
physical
comfort of
workers.

All workers living on the operation have
habitable housing, and access to potable water,
sanitary facilities, and basic medical care.
Payment for potable water, sanitary facilities and
basic medical care is by agreement between the
operator and the worker, and the terms are
included in the worker's employment particulars

3.2- Local
Communities
The impact of
farming activities
on local
communities and
interest groups
are considered
and evaluated to
mitigate any
negative effects
and enhance
mutual
cooperation

The operator
shall identify
and assess the
impact of
farming
activities on
local
communities
and interest
groups and
take steps to
reduce any
negative
effects. The
operator shall
employ local
labor where it

The operator consults proactively with local
communities, either independently or through a
local forum, to determine community needs and
aspirations, and works towards commonly
agreed goals for the mutual benefit of all
participating parties.

The operator documents all complaints,
comments and responses related to activities on
the operation. All such documents are publicly
available.

The operator has a legitimate right to land use
and tenure, demonstrated by the presentation of
the appropriate official documentation.
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<

is feasible to
do so

Annex 2

Terms and Definitions
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Agricultural product
Ae) 50 claiiall

- A product or commodity derived from primary production activities that is marketed for

human consumption.
.5 ) A Ly gat oy AN A Y L) Da] (g ABidin dads g mia -

Agrochemical

- All chemical substances, including but not limited to pesticides, herbicides, fungicides,

Aol il glasl) insecticides, nematicides, biocides and plant growth regulators, used in agriculture.
il phail) Cilasa g GLasY) Cilaa g 4 pdadl Clusal) jaadl ¥ Jhall Jaw o Gl A Ly ¢ Ailaassl) 3 gall gan -
Ast 30 B Aardinal) ¢ clildll gad cilaliia g Ay gaal) Classall g 14 gilasil) Cilia g A pdial) cilaall g
Biodiversity - is the variability among living organisms from all sources, including terrestrial, marine, and
sladl £ ol other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are part.

Aalai) e W g A a5 Auia ) A o g0 AN A1) A Lay ¢ iliaal) aen e Aal) LIS o cplill) 8 -
L 23 (b Al L gl oY) i gSall g Ailall

Buffer zone
A jle dahia

- Environmental and ecological management tool that is used to surround or shield a
particular zone (core area) with the intention of insulating an important or threatened core
area from negative external impacts.

9 Aagea L] Alaia I3 Cing (pmabaad Aihaia) Lima Adaia Lbas of Abala ardiod Lo o)) g A 500 310 -

Agalead) A Al e AN e Baaga

Conservation tillage
Al o Adadlaal) & al)

- Any method of soil cultivation that leaves the previous year's crop and/or plant residues
(such as corn stalks or wheat stubble) on fields before and after planting the next crop, to
reduce soil erosion and runoff.

() L9t i 54 (i Jia) (bl alal) B Ll clilia gl [ g Jualaall cililie o 55 4y 1) Ao 3 A8y b o -
Maas A S (e aall ¢ A Jualaal) ) 5 3y 0 Jghal) b

Crop rotation

- The practice of alternating the species or families of annual and biennial crops grown on a

Jualaall G gl specific field in a planned pattern or sequence so as to break weed, pest and disease cycles
and to improve soil fertility and organic matter content.
Jaai B aaaa Jia g )5 Al cutiead) B Jualaag 4y giadl Jualaall cdlile ol #1691 Cm gl Aajlan -
3 gall (s gina g Ay yill Ay guad Cpaaald g Gl el g Y 939 B bl qilde ) s Jal (e Juaded g lakada
Ay guanl)
Ecosystem - A dynamic system of plant, animal and micro-organism communities and their non-living
i) alaily environment interacting as a functional unit
Al g Ban oS Al gl g i) gaad g Al Aad) i) e panal (Sralia plET Jo iy -
Employee - Any person, excluding the owner, who is employed on the operation.

Employment Contract
i ) e

- The written agreement between an operator and employee stipulating the main terms and
conditions of the employee’s appointment.
i gal) il A M) alSall g da gl o pali N Cilhgall g Jidall o LgiSal) A8EY) -

Feedlot -A confined area used solely for ruminant red meat production with facilities for feed and water
Gl feeding either by hand or through mechanized means.

Gy PR o ol Bl Laf olaal) dy3a5 9 LB (3) 0 a3 sinall ¢ janll pgall) ZUDY Jah 233505 5 ) gucana Ahaia -
Fragile soil - Soil that is susceptible to soil erosion, low water retention and low mineral storage.
Lo Ay 5 Ol cp RS (al8a g plal) Gabial) (il ¢ 4yl JSUL A e o AN Ay -

Genetically modified
products/GMO

14 Adaaal) cilaiial)
L9 Adanal) clislst)

- Organisms or products produced through techniques in which the genetic material has been
altered in a way that does not occur naturally by mating and or natural recombination.

O (b ISy G0 Y Ay phay A5 00 Balall ks Lo o () i YA (e Apilall ciladial) gf il -
ekl uS Al Bate gl [ g g gl sk

Grassland
FEATA

- A biome consisting of vegetation types and plant species
o S A o) ABkiall G (e £ 85 (b et Al AANE) Gl geadl g UL G paina -

Hazardous substance

5 hd 3ala

- Any substance or compound which, at specific levels, has the potential to cause adverse
health effects.
_Sjbb&ma)ﬁiﬁ\h)u.h;)ﬁl\‘SA.\ML'_\LJJL‘AU.‘F‘l.un_IS‘)AJiS.ﬂAéi -

Indicator(s)

- The measurable or observable component(s) required to achieve a criterion.

(< d5all) sdiisal St aiadl A gllaal) Gubll ALY (i pdisall) kel -
Ingredient - -Any substance, including a food additive, used in the manufacture or preparation of a
Ui gsall food, or present in the final product

A i) B Basaga gl ¢ alakall dae) of paleal B deddieial) ¢ A3 cliliaall MY B Lay ¢ Bala gl -

Invasive and alien plant

- Plant species identified under the National Environmental or Biodiversity Management and

species other related regulations and legislation.

34 Aand ) 6 Adal) e ey Hal) 5 gl sl (pa W e g sl ond) £ ol o All Auida gl 5001 Ul B Basaall Aslaill g st -
Ay iy

Labelling/labelled - Any written, printed or graphic representations, particulars, information, trademarks, brand
| cladlal) puza g names, names of certifying organizations

cilalaiall plomd ¢ Ay jlad plad ¢ 4 a3 cldle ¢ cilaglra ¢ Jualdi ¢ Aily i de galaa gl 4y gia il ) B0 ol -
Sadizall

Land conservation
) N Bada

- is the preventing of soil loss from erosion or reduced fertility caused by over usage,
acidification, salinization or other chemical soil contamination.
&gl éi o daglall gf (aaadl) gf il 3 Aladia) Guae 4 gadl) (ald) i ST (e Ay g3l o288 e b -
LA AT e
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Management system
SJ\A}'\ ?Uﬁ

- A structure and set of procedures that work together to facilitate the smooth- running of an

operation.
Aolea) gt Jugeud Taa Jast A ) AY) (o garag -

Organic compounds

- Chemical compounds containing carbon combined with hydrogen and often also with

4y gudanl) il yal) oxygen, nitrogen and other elements.
Oy S goa Ldasf LIS 5 i 92 e in () L 5 Sl (e o gt (A Ailah) Sl -
LA palis g
Operator The farm operator is the person who runs the farm, making the day-to-day management

Jhiaall

decisions. The operator could be an owner, hired manager.
1503a 9 RlLa Jidiall (1985 o) S Aa gall Al 18N s ¢ Ao el ua M) padil) ga £l sal Jrda -
Sl

Potable water

Al olua

- Water that meets the quality standards of drinking water.
Sol) olia Baga ulaa (i Al olual) -

Production areas
ZUY) bl

--Locations on the operation where farming activities take place

Ao 30 cliles g ol A 28) gal) -

System Integrity

State of a system where it is performing its intended functions without being degraded or
impaired by changes or disruptions in its internal or external environments.

Sustainable agriculture
Aalxiwal) 4o 30

- Sustainable agriculture seeks to provide more profitable farm income, promote
(environmental stewardship, and enhance quality of life for farm families and communities.
Sl Blal) Aue g8 Cppeualy ¢ Al i HEY) Sadais < duagy ST o105 JA9 Ll ) Aalieal) Aol s -
A 50 cladinall g

Threatened and

protected plant species
ALl g1 Y Alan g g5

- Plant species identified under the National Environmental or Biodiversity Management and
other related regulations and legislation
Alal) cd il yEal g i) U1 cpa W g 2 o sl £ ol ol Al Aida gl 508y Ul B Basaal) ALl £ 63Y) -

Wetland

- and which is transitional between terrestrial and aquatic systems where the water table is

Al gl usually at or near the surface, or the land is periodically covered with shallow water
At 2y o) ¢ Ade Gl ol laad) i Bale A gl olpall (S i Agilall g Abladl Al o JEIS AN QY -
Ao olaas (593 JSy o2 )
Worker - A person employed on an operation who does not have a managerial or other position of

Salal)

authority.
s A Al g g &pla) At g 4l G Ales B Jary ) addl) -

Wildlife corridors
R.a,,,d\ shadl & paa

is an area of habitat connecting wildlife populations separated by human activities or structures
g pdal) JSbgd) gl ULl A guada 4yl sLal) G day 5 Ji) 3 dBlaia A

(3) A4 (salall
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